
“I’m a languages graduate, what next?” The long term impact of the year abroad on 

graduate identities 

 

The year abroad has a generally positive impact on L2 proficiency. It impacts substantially on 

L2 identity, with participants commonly reporting shifts from the position of "L2 learner" to 

"L2 user", as well as promoting personal maturity and intercultural self-confidence. The career 

impact of study abroad has also been viewed as positive, leading to greater employability and 

facilitating international mobility. However less is known about the long term impact of the 

Year Abroad on language identity specifically among Anglophones, given the widespread 

availability of global English for enactment of international professional roles. 

 

This presentation describes the long-term evolution of language identity among English-

speaking MLs specialists, three years post-graduation. Through interviews and questionnaires, 

data were gathered on their work and travel histories post-graduation, and also on the evolution 

of their social networks and patterns of L2 use. Only a small minority in this sample were 

engaged in L2-related professions (language teaching, diplomacy, translation). However many 

had voluntarily undertaken further travel, sustained L2-using leisure networks, and/or were 

learning additional languages; a minority were using L2 opportunistically in short term jobs. It 

is shown that the participants had sustained a positive multilingual, international and 

intercultural orientation, all of them enhanced during the Year Abroad, but that this might be 

enacted in different ways. Examples are presented of individuals who actively seek 

opportunities for multilingual practices, alongside others who enact international identities all 

or mainly through English. It is concluded that the L2 identity of English speakers is sustained 

largely by intrinsic interest in languages, past investment in learning them, and a general 

intercultural/international orientation, unlike the "ought-to" L2 selves more typical of English 

learners. The Year Abroad plays a substantial role in consolidating these identifications. 
 


